
November 2024 News-
From the President:

Happy Halloween!
Halloween can be a busy time for puppeteers. Even if you are not
performing, there's so much to do and see. Last Wednesday I had
the pleasure of traveling down from Sacramento to Oakland with
another board member, Elizabeth Leonard, to see the delightful
Driveway Follies which was performing their 17th annual show for
the neighborhood.

In addition to a wonderful show we had the opportunity to see how
great a draw puppetry still has. There were people there from as far
away as Costa Rica (although I suspect they were visiting for other
reasons and their friends or family said, “Oh you've got to see this!”).

I was once again reminded of the magic and delight that puppets provide for all ages.  After the show
Elizabeth and I had a lively conversation about projects that we were inspired to take up. I was reminded
how every time I pick up a puppet and manipulate it for another person I'm bringing that character to life. I
began to look for other opportunities in my life where I could participate in this “magic."

I hope you, too, are enthused and renewed by shows you see (or perform) this coming holiday season.



Glorious October Guild Meeting at Fairyland
by Lee Armstrong, Guild Secretary
Many “thank yous" to our friends at Oakland Fairyland for hosting our October Guild meeting. Fairyland’s
Maria Rodriguez handled all the logistics, and was there to welcome and escort us in. She checked in
throughout the afternoon and joined our  group for the end of the day. Thank you Maria!

Randal Metz puppeteered for both shows, “Rumplestiltskin” and “Tricks and Treats,” gave a backstage
tour of the Storybook Theatre, answered questions, shared the history of puppetry at Fairyland and
allowed us to see and enjoy Nick Baron’s puppets up close. Many thanks, Randal!



The afternoon started with “Rumplestiltskin” by The Puppet Company. Randal Metz, Director of the
Storybook Puppet Theater, performed the show. This version of the story gives Rumplestiltskin a happy
ending, as he is finally remembered in this clever Dia de los Muertos plot twist. The manipulation of the
hand puppets was excellent, the puppets well-crafted. Randal even brought out a breakaway skeleton on
stage to entertain and delight the audience, dancing in its fine Mexican costume to authentic music.
The Guild was given the Aesop Playhouse Theater for our meeting. Talib Huff, our Guild President
welcomed everyone. Board members were introduced and they had an opportunity to share info on
Programming, the Guild Library, newsletter, finances, etc. Talib mentioned that our Guild has officially
become an LLC, on its way to non-profit status. Announcements were made, including scholarships
available to Guild members for puppetry training (check with the scholarship committee for details) and the
upcoming shadow show  “Leonardo” by Manual Cinema in Santa Rosa, Nov 17th.



(Editor’s note: Check out the new guild banners in the show and tell photos!)

The Show ‘n Tell started with Lisa Zagone sharing the puppets she just made for “Poe and Pinocchio” a
collaboration with Magical Moonshine Theatre, which will have their premiere appearance at the Puppet
SLAM, Nov. 2nd. I showed a few foam puppet mockups that we make at Images in Motion to show clients
before we build the actual puppet. Then, because it’s the Halloween meeting, I introduced a vulture puppet
with a sculpted head, flocked and body covered in dyed flower petals. Gabriel Galdemez showed shadow
images he'd used with overhead projectors and some powerful mini flashlights for projecting shadows. Uel
McGinnis brought a knapsack full of puppets he's been creating and passed them around.  Hugo Shum
brought puppets from his Halloween show and more, including a headless horseman with a pumpkin head
attached with a magnet. People had an opportunity to try these on as well. Dahlia Yarborough showed a
recent bat-eared fox puppet she built, costumed with bat wings for the holiday. Then, almost everyone
pulled something out of their bags to show. A very successful Show ‘n Tell!



Talib demoed a type of foam modeling putty, which hardens when dried. Samples of this became the
prizes for Talib’s puppet trivia game of our Guild history. We ended with Halloween snacks, just in time to
attend the last show of the day “Tricks or Treats - a Halloween Spooktacular”. This show was created by
Nick Barone, who passed away in 2014. His friend, Randal Metz recreated the show for Fairyland, so he
could share Nick’s puppets and Nick’s wonderful sense of humor. As there were no video references for
Randal to follow, he recollected and reimagined the puppet action.  
Nick’s puppets are lightweight and two puppets can be operated by one puppeteer. There were a
combination of hand puppets and “moving mouth” puppets. Instead of armrods to manipulate the hands,
mouth puppets had either free swinging arms attached to their bodies, or a “dummy string” running from
one puppet hand, up through the puppet head to the other hand. This gives more action to the puppet,
without the use of rods.
Randal performed the show solo, but if you didn’t know that, you’d presume there were 2 puppeteers
under the stage. The action was fast-paced and complete with Nick’s songs. Randal didn’t miss a beat on
the lip synch for the mouth puppets, not an easy feat to accomplish with a soundtrack!



Afterwards, Guild members were invited backstage, where Randal encouraged people to try on the
puppets, which everyone did. As Randal said “ If Nick were here, he’d be the first to tell you to try them
on!”
Again, thank you to Randal, Maria and Fairyland for such a memorable puppet experience.
Photos by Brie Yarbrough & Lee Armstrong, and one of the Nelsons



Friday November 8 at 6pm and Saturday November 9 at 2pm and 6pm- 

Possibly Puppet Handmade Theater Presents:
Agents of Change; Lizards, Carrots, Noodles, Oh! My!  - 
A rollicking collection of four interconnected short stories told (mostly non-verbally) with multi-style
puppets; paper puppets, tabletop puppets, mask, marionette and live acting and music. 
This family show is best suited for ages 5 and up and adults without children are highly encouraged to
attend!
 At Kala Art Gallery and Classroom 
2990 San Pablo Ave. Berkeley. 
This work was supported in part by the Jim Henson Foundation.
Find info and ticket link here. 

Puppeteer Uel Innis Brings Halloween Magic to Life with "Betty Bat The
Masquerade" and More!

This Halloween season, the San Francisco Bay Area Puppeteers Guild is thrilled to highlight the creative
work of one of its youngest talents, Uel Innis (also known as Samuel McGinnis), who has been captivating
audiences with his unique puppetry and inventive storytelling. Uel, whose work showcases both a love for

https://www.possiblypuppets.com/upcomingevents


classic puppetry and a fresh perspective on what puppet-based entertainment can be, has recently
unveiled the first of three Halloween-themed short films: "Betty Bat The Masquerade." This is followed by
two other equally imaginative works, "Ghost Therapy" and "Mon-Star Movie."

Each of these projects reflects Uel’s skillful manipulation of puppets, innovative use of atmosphere, and a
keen sense for storytelling that engages audiences of all ages. Betty Bat The Masquerade, the first in this
spooky trio, premiered just in time for the Halloween season, bringing with it a short film filled with mystery,
magic, and the mischief of puppets and a spooky halloween party.

The Magic Behind Betty Bat The Masquerade
"Betty Bat The Masquerade" is the brainchild of a collaboration between Uel and Violetann to create
movies for the joint puppet venture “ Violet Lion Ventures”. Together this short film explores a Halloween
party landscape filled with masked characters, darkly humorous surprises, and memorable puppet
personalities. The puppets themselves come alive with a mix of charm and chills, each bringing something
unique to the masquerade that Betty hosts. The audience is drawn into a world that is both whimsical and
haunting, perfectly fitting the spirit of Halloween.

Puppeteer Uel Innis Brings Halloween Magic to Life with "Betty Bat The
Masquerade" and More!

Uel’s puppets showcase a blend of traditional craftsmanship and modern storytelling elements, with Betty
Bat as the star. Her character and other puppet stars are curious, mischievous, and delightfully
unpredictable, offering viewers a spooky yet heartwarming Halloween experience. This ability to make his
puppet characters feel alive is a testament to Uel's dedication to his craft, something that was highly
evident when he presented his puppets at a recent Guild show-and-tell event.

Ghost Therapy: A Hauntingly Humorous Journey

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a7fpRK8gmMg&authuser=0


Following Betty Bat The Masquerade, Uel introduces us to the supernatural in Ghost Therapy, the second
installment of his Halloween puppet series. Here, he takes audiences on an adventure into the lives of
spirits as they seek out therapy for unresolved "afterlife issues." The concept is as humorous as it is
thought-provoking, blending Halloween fun with a touch of the philosophical. Ghost Therapy highlights
Uel’s skill in crafting distinct personalities and emotional depth for his puppet creations, leaving audiences
enchanted by the ghosts’ antics as they tackle some very human problems, despite their spectral state.

Mon-Star Movie: Monsters, Movies, and Mischief
The final piece in this Halloween series, Mon-Star Movie, dives into the world of classic horror films, with
Uel’s puppets stepping into roles inspired by iconic movie monsters. From exaggerated personalities to
quirky interactions, this film is packed with references to beloved Halloween tropes. The story balances
nostalgia for old-school horror with fresh, comedic twists, showing Uel’s deep appreciation for the genre
and his ability to bring humor and a sense of wonder into every puppet performance.
The San Francisco Bay Area Puppeteers Guild recently had the pleasure of hosting a show-and-tell event
where Uel displayed his Halloween puppets. The showcase allowed Guild members to get an up-close
look at the artistry and detailed craftsmanship that goes into each character as well as display their own
art.

As San Francisco celebrates Halloween,  Uel Innis shares his Halloween specials “Betty Bat The
Masquerade”, “Ghost Therapy”, and “Mon-Star Movie” showing that the art of puppetry can still surprise,
delight, and enchant all audiences. This Halloween season, we invite everyone to tune in, enjoy, and keep
an eye on these puppet short films.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w7rF8NluC_0&authuser=0


Guild Event: Leonardo! A Wonderful Show About a Terrible Monster by Manual Cinema
November 17, 3:00 pm, Luther Burbank Center for the Arts, Santa Rosa
This show uses hundreds of illustrated paper puppets, book pages, two-dimensional props, furry monster
puppets, and songs to bring Mo Willems’ books to life. Using vintage overhead projectors, multiple

https://youtu.be/15pTW2-OQHU


screens, puppets, actors, live feed cameras, multi-channel sound design, and a live music ensemble,
Manual Cinema transforms the experience of attending the cinema and imbues it with liveness, ingenuity,
and theatricality. The company was awarded an Emmy® in 2017 for The Forger, a video created for The
New York Times and named Chicago Artists of the Year in 2018 by the Chicago Tribune. Info & tickets at
https://lutherburbankcenter.org/event/family-fun-series-leonardo/. Trailer at https://youtu.be/dUZEsyGia1c.

We need 10 or more people if we want discounted tickets & group seating
Adult Guild Discount $18 (Regular $23.10)  Child (12 or under) Guild Discount $14
(Regular $17.60)
If we have 10 or more people who would like tickets, the Guild will buy a block of tickets and we will
reimburse the Guild for our ticket(s) on Nov 17th at the show, by cash or check. Please sign up by Nov
7th at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0A44ACAE2AA7F49-52899471-leonardo
If we don’t get 10 or more people by Nov 7th, we’ll let all signups know on Nov 8, and there will still be
time for you to individually get tickets at the regular price. If you sign up, then change your mind by Nov
7th, you can always cancel your sign up. However, if the Guild purchases a ticket for you on Nov 8th, you
are responsible for reimbursing the Guild for your ticket(s) whether you attend or not. If you can’t attend,
you can gift or sell your ticket to someone else.
Carpooling: It's a bit of a trek up to Santa Rosa, but if you are interested in carpooling (either looking for a
ride or can provide a ride) contact Lee Armstrong, larmstrong@sfbapg.org.
This Guild event is organized by Lee Armstrong.

Last chance for November 2 Dia de los Puppets in Vallejo

https://lutherburbankcenter.org/event/family-fun-series-leonardo/
https://youtu.be/dUZEsyGia1c
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0A44ACAE2AA7F49-52899471-leonardo
mailto:larmstrong@sfbapg.org


Above: shadow puppets from one of the three world premiers at November 2’s Dia de los Puppets.
Where: Bay Area Stage, 515 Broadway H, Vallejo, CA
When: Saturday, November 2, 2024
Time: Doors open at 7:00 for refreshments, and make a puppet craft, show time 7:30pm
This puppet show for adults will feature three world premiers!
David Garden, Jr., will present Moribundle (image above), a Day of the Dead inspired shadow puppet
show.
Newcomer to puppets, Eugene Rodriguez, will present a Day of the Dead personal tale about his
grandfather.
Lisa Zagone, and Michael and Valerie Nelson will premier Poe and Pinocchio, a humorously creepy tale
about what could go wrong when a horror writer takes home a puppet.
Plus Sesame St. veteran Brian Narelle, Dalrymple MacAlpin and Nao Kobayashi. Live music by Los Tres
Desperados. Make a Day of the Dead puppet, enjoy the bar, be part of the puppet community night life.

Pick your ticket price with the knowledge that it's general seating and all your ticket proceeds are shared
between the various artists, co-op style; the more you can give, the more our artists feel your love.
https://www.bayareastage.org/tickets.htm

Check Out Puppet Books at Guild Library
The Guild Library is a treasure trove of hundreds of books on puppetry. History of puppets, construction,
stages, puppets in education, etc. It’s now easy to see what books are available by going to

https://www.bayareastage.org/tickets.htm


https://sfbapg.org/library-online/. Or if at www.sfbapg.org select Resources, then Library.
Library borrowers need to have been members for at least 6 months. You can peruse the catalog then
request books by emailing Lee Armstrong at library@sfbapg.org. They will be brought to the next “in
person” event. If you have a library book to return, please return it at the next “in person” meeting or mail it
back ASAP to Lee at 720 Ladera Dr., Sonoma, CA 95476.
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