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Muppet celebrities visit guild, 

admit they dislike puppets. 

Inside this Issue 

 April Fools, a long puppet tradition 

 Puppet Institute opens in Santa Cruz 

 Giant puppets in Brazil 

 Update on Members 

 Review of Hand of God at Berkeley Rep 

 Mrs. Bandersnoot, Calendar, and more! 

 

In a surprise visit to the most recent SFBAPGuild meeting, Muppet 

characters Statler and Hilton expressed their distaste for puppetry.  

While known for their biting and unsolicited commentaries on the 

Muppet Show, guild members were unprepared for the uncensored 

views of the older puppets.  By meeting’s end, guild members were 

in tears, and the guild voted to disband without  (continued inside) 
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From the President 

Some of our work as puppeteers ties in nicely with April 

Fool’s Day.  In doing research for this opening paragraph I 

was surprised to see that Valerie’s and my newest show, 

The Nun’s Priest’s Tale from Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales, 

contains what is thought to be the first recorded April 

Fools reference (from 1392) when Chanticleer the 

Rooster is tricked by the fox on March 32 (thus April 1.)  

Punch, Pulchinello, Kasperle, and Karagoz are just a few 

historical puppet characters who can embody the fool.  

Folktales are filled with fools; some simpletons, some 

wise fools, some tricksters, some knaves, all of whom 

have entertained folks for thousands of years.  So why not 

celebrate the fool!   (To right, SFBAPG’s own Independent 

Eye, with Conrad as King Lear and Elizabeth as the Fool) 

    

Above, Punch and Judy, Kasperle, Karagoz and Pulcinello, all known for a bit of foolishness. 

Call for Nominations for Guild Board of Directors 
 
Do you share our common goal of promoting the art of puppetry in the Bay Area? If so, you 
might be interested in serving on the SFBAPG Board. If so, please contact the Nominating 
Committee before April 15th for more information.  
 
Eligibility: Candidates must have been members of the SFBAPG for at least one year prior to the 
elections.  

Term limits: Each Board member shall serve for three years. Each Board member shall be allowed to serve no 

more than two consecutive three-year terms.  

Candidates need to provide a short bio and photo to the Nominating Committee, prior to April 25th, to be 

published in the May newsletter. 
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We look forward to hearing from you. 

Your Nominating Committee 

Lee Armstrong, images@ vom.com, 707 738-5906 

Camilla Henneman, camhenneman@gmail.com (831) 359-9761 

Jesse Vail, jessevail@gmail.com, 510 672-6900 

Grand Opening of the Puppetry Institute, Santa Cruz  
Making good on a dream to start a puppetry arts center on the central coast, award winning puppetry artist 

Ricki Vincent is pleased to announce the grand opening of the Puppetry Institute, Santa Cruz at the historical 

Octagon building 118 Cooper St as part of the newly revitalized Abbott Square. The Institute will be a three-

month pilot program made possible through a residency program at the Museum of Art and History(MAH). 

For the next three months Vincent and his troupe 

puppeteers and volunteers will endeavor to show the city, 

the arts community, and hopefully donors, what a viable 

investment this type of program is by engaging the entire 

community in a way that not only entertains but educates 

as well, giving everyone who walks through the doors a 

chance to experience first-hand the beauty and wonder of 

an art form that encompasses all the other arts into one. 

The public will be invited to take workshops in puppet 

designed/fabrication, maskmaking/movie prosthetics, 

street performing, and face painting just to name a few. 

This includes Vincent’s favorite class,”Monster Suits” 

where you'll be able to assist in the fabrication and 

puppeteering of a 10 foot high 13 foot long dragon! The 

Puppetry Institute will offer up to 6 free scholarships to 

teens ages 12 and up from throughout the county, who 

otherwise would not be able to afford this opportunity. 

These programs teach kids a different way of solving 

problems by working together, and at the end, seeing with 

their own eye’s what incredible things that could be made from a pile of parts and their combined 

imaginations.  

Naturally there will be performances for audiences of all ages. From the very family friendly blacklight show, 

“Octavia’s World” to the R-rated “ The Dr. is Out” a Bunkaku puppetry piece on the last 48 hours in the life of 

Gonzo Journalist Hunter S Thompson. The Grand Finale will be a two day Imagination/Puppetry Festival in 

which the centerpiece will be "Dr. Mecurio's Octagon of Imagination" a interactive theater experience, funded 

in part from a Create Grant from Arts Council Santa Cruz. The show is inspired by PT Barnum's Hall of wonders 

in turn-of-the-century New York! But instead of Barnum’s freaks and hokum on view, we'll have life size 

mythical creatures from throughout history on exhibit for the audience’s entertainment! Larger than life 

mailto:jessevail@gmail.com
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puppets,3 Dragons, Elves, a Phoenix, Fairies, and a Aries Unicorn standing 22 hands high are just a few of the 

amazing puppets that will be on exhibit. All this will be displayed in steampunk inspired setting inside the 

Octagon. The fun starts April 14th . The Puppetry Institute will be open Tuesday through Sunday from 11-

6pm with extended hours for 1st & 3rd Fridays as well as special events. 

For interviews, photos, or more information, we encourage you to contact the Institute through our e-

mail the.puppetry.institute@gmail.com or call Ricki at 682 221 7466 

Opportunity to join in:  For those who’ve wished 

to run away and join the circus, this is a open call 

for actors ages 12 and up for Dr.Mecurio's 

Octagon of Imagination! produced by The 

Puppetry Institute with help from a Create grant 

from the Arts Council Santa Cruz, The show is an 

interactive theater experience and runs July 1st 

and 2nd, 2017 at The Octagon with rehearsals to 

start June 1st. Inspired by PT Barnum's Hall of 

wonders in turn-of-the-century New York, the 

difference being instead of Barnum’s freaks and 

hokum on view, we'll have life size mythical 

creatures from throughout history on exhibit for 

the audience’s entertainment! Larger then life 

puppets,3 Dragons, Elves, a Phoenix, Fairies, and a 

Aries Unicorn standing 22 hands high are just a 

few of what we’ll have on exhibit. All this will be 

displayed in steampunk inspired setting inside a 

stately columned building built in 1882! 

If this sounds like something you’d like to be a part of, here’s who we’re looking for: Actors, 12 & up/ all types. 

Casting all roles Bring a headshot/resume if you have one and have a 3-5 min piece prepared. Puppeteers, 12 

& up/ all experience levels. Backstage/Front house Techs 16- up, You will be responsible for props, set changes 

and getting people in and out of the dragon/unicorn puppets and helping with front house duties. 

Steampunks, Costumers & Makers: looking for help with costuming as well as gadgetry and help with set 

design. And finally Everyone else: Want to be a part of a great experience? Don’t think you have any talent? 

Come in and talk to us and see how you can help move this project forward.  

We are a Co-Op Theater Company meaning all who are actively involved in the production of the event will 

receive an equal share of profits (appropriate for time invested) after expenses. Auditions will be held at the 

The Puppetry Institute @ The Octagon 118 Cooper St Santa Cruz 95060 Saturday & Sunday Evenings from 6-

8pm starting April 22 to May 28th . Auditions are by appt only Please send time requests by emailing us 

at the.puppetry.institute@gmail.com or message us on FB 

at https://www.facebook.com/ThePuppetryInstitute/ 

Ricki Vincent, Artistic Director, The Puppetry Institute of Santa Cruz 
making the world a cooler place... one puppet at a time! 
https://www.facebook.com/ThePuppetryInstitute/ 
https://www.thepuppetryinstitute.org/ 
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MEMBER NEWS:  Donald Trump Visits Mosque in Puppet Show 

Joel Schechter,  new SFBAPG member and Professor of Theatre 

Arts  at San Francisco State University,  recently performed a 

puppet play about Donald Trump's first visit to a mosque.  The 

play  was performed  with several handpuppets at San 

Francisco's Internet Archive on February 17th, as part of an 

evening concerned with civil liberties,  Constitutional rights, 

and the political situation in Washington.  The play can be read 

online at http://jewishcurrents.org/the-presidents-burqa/ 

Joel has an interest in political satire, would like to find other puppeteers who share this interest, and he can 
be reached at jschech@sfsu.edu 
 
Photograph by Brewster Kahle. 
 

MEMBER NEWS:  Easter Puppets 

Kennedy Puppets is super busy creating. We are making puppets for a group that is making Easter baskets for 

those who would not  get to have Easter without the help of the Easter bunnies, one of which is us. As well as 

others this is the 5th time we’ve donated to their causes and holidays and fun. Also we are making a puppet to 

donate to a group to raffle off that help children with recovery of all types of things. This is our second year 

with them. Also we have a puppet show in May to help out a group doing a fundraiser. More to come on that 

..... Happy Puppetting till later 

MEMBER NEWS:  See you later, not good-bye! (from Mary Nagler)  

Greetings guilders! As many of you know I am about to embark on 
a new adventure; moving North to live with my brother’s family 
and try to get some of my own work out on stage. At this writing I 
am very tired and sore from packing and also reflective of this most 
recent time among you. In the past 4 years I have quadrupled my 
number of puppets, (Avenue Q, Magic Flute –try packing a baby 
elephant! Plus many I have made to use in the classroom.) causing 
trucking my gear to be a major lumpy challenge! Will it all fit? Don’t 
know yet, I will get back to you. 
Another thing I take with me is a treasure box collection of 
memories. On my return from the east in 2012, the guild had come down to 4 meetings a year. I joined the 
board, (something I had not done in the past), first as treasurer, then chair of the Program Planning Committee 
(PPC). Friendships formed and blossomed and together we made more workshops, meetings and events 
available to the guild, and we had FUN doing it! I am highly grateful my dear committee for their support: in 
venue searches, research of possibilities and for helping make so many magical fun things possible! I am very 
proud of the many opportunities we have brought to the membership! Now it is YOUR turn. The committee is 
big and viable but there are folks leaving and places vacant and so many ideas still untried.  
Where there are many hands work becomes a joy! 
Consider stepping up for the full guild joy experience and join the PPC. Talk to the active PPC members: Mike 
and Valerie Nelson, John Arnold, Fred Riley 111, Lee Armstrong, Judy Roberto, Lex Rudd, and find out how fun 
and rewarding a little time and effort can be. WE have done things I will remember for a lifetime! I hope this is 
true for you too. I plan to be down for a number of events in the future, and will be a “satellite” member, so 

http://jewishcurrents.org/the-presidents-burqa/
mailto:jschech@sfsu.edu
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this is “see you later” not Good-bye. Hugs, Mary Nagler (Photo:  Lee Armstrong and Michael Nelson say 
goodbye to Mary in center.) 
 

Hand to God at Berkeley Rep, a Review by Valerie Nelson 

Hand to God, at Berkeley Rep this 
month was seen by quite a few of our 
guild. It has sparked some lively 
discussions. I spent some time in my 
youth involved in a Pentecostal church 
group, playing in a band composed of 
whatever instruments showed up. The 
earnest, yet often hypocritical, 
attitudes of the adults was spot on. The 
young man whose puppet takes on a 
vulgar, truth-telling alter ego that 
destroys the careful surface of 
propriety was impressively played by 
Michael Doherty. He is a fine actor, but 
acknowledged that puppetry is a whole 
different skill set. Berkeley Rep, to their 
credit, had puppeteer Amanda Villalobos of New York create the puppets and lead the actors in a week long 
crash course in hand-and -rod manipulation. Their work paid off. The puppets never went dead, always had 
excellent focus, and the actors kept that split personality thing going, with puppet and person acting and 
reacting beautifully. Berkeley Rep has the resources to create a delightful set that swoops open, turns around 
and brings car seats up out of a trap door. These were fun, but a very bare bones set could be employed by 
houses with fewer resources. I hope this play gets produced and seen more. 
 

MARRIED CARNIVAL 

PARADE PUPPETS OF 

OLINDA, BRAZIL, by 

Elisheva  

 

Olinda, a small town in N.E. 
Brazil was established by 
Portuguese in the mid 
1500's. Its colonial 
architecture and winding 
cobblestone streets lend a 
uniqueness to their pre-
Lent 5 day-and-night 
Carnival, ending just before 
Ash Wednesday (on March 
the First this year, 2017).  
There are no bleachers or 
grandstands erected in 
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Olinda since the residents and visiting crowds all are in the streets, dancing, playing music, carrying puppets, 
and so on, even the children of many sizes! 
 
 Alas, we just missed Carnival because once this April issue of our newsletter is published Lent will be over.  We 
do have various giant puppets in our Guild so this is FYI since I've never seen giant parade puppets here 
associated with Carnival. This information is based on the thin children's book, "CARNAVAL", photos and text 
by George Ancona, published in 1999. (J394.262) Some things may have changed by now.  Haven't we all. 
 
Being an old city, Olinda's streets are too narrow for the large floats used in the more famous cities such as 
New Orleans and Rio.  'Bonecos gigantes' (giant puppets) have to be carried through the town on their heads 
by strong young men, known as the *souls* of the puppets because they give them life, basically dancing them 
through the streets.  The men peer out through an opening in the trousers or skirts of the puppets.  The 
puppets in the pictures seem to be half again taller than the men. 
 
The master puppet builder (in 1999) first carved the head and hands out of Styrofoam.  They are then coated 
with papier-mâché.  Once dry, he glued the head to the body and covered everything with fiberglass and 
painted it.  Next he attaches the arms.  Every photo shows the arms just hanging at the sides of the puppets; 
they don't appear to be articulated.  The assistant then put hair on the puppets' heads.  Looking at the 
photographs, to my eyes the puppets are tall and ridged looking-as though carved from sturdy tree trunks.  
 
Who are the puppets?  They are characters from stories and from town.  Included are the Devil, the Crazy 
Beauty, Yvonne the Fortune-teller, The Newsboy, Maria of the Full Moon, and the Photographer.  Plus John 
Travolta.  The first puppet, the Midnight Man, was made before the 1940's.  His top hat and gold tooth mark 
him as the symbol of Olinda's Carnival.  
 

After a few years the people of Olinda became 
worried that the Midnight Man was lonely, so they 
created him a wife-also with a gold tooth-and named 
her the Woman of the Day.  This pair was united in 
marriage during a midnight ceremony in front of a 
church, with the entire town attending!  When the 
children were made-with a father who was night and 
a mother who was day-they were named the Girl of 
the Afternoon and the Boy of the afternoon. The 
illustrations of the children puppets made them look 
like teenagers, not kiddies. 
 
Therefore through these giant puppets, and in other 
local, unique ways, this small town in Brazil was able 

to retain much of their folk lore and traditions, while celebrating Carnival along side of "the big city guys." 
 

Dear Mrs. Bandersnoot, 

I have three children and the middle child, little Lucy, age 3, is afraid of puppets. We discovered 
this at a recent puppet show, at the library. I do not know what set her off! Her high –pitched 
screaming and writhing to run away were very distracting to the rest of the audience! My two lads 
love puppet shows (So do I) but Lucy’s reaction was so intense I fear trying to go to another puppet 
show will split the family! What should I do?  
Signed, For the love of Lucy 
Dear For the love of Lucy,  



P a g e  | 8 
  Age 3 is an interesting time, especially if you are flanked by brothers. It is an age when children start to feel 
the edges of their autonomy, but still know instinctively that they should not venture too far from mom. 
Puppets are quite real to three year olds, so look to the story first. Was there a giant, wicked witch, fierce 
dragon or ferocious beasty that was scary? Then look to the brothers. I was flanked by brothers too and they 
often delighted in frightening me, by saying such things as, “The puppeteer is going to steal you away and turn 
you into a puppet!” That could definitely put her on edge. Question them. Then, I suggest you make 
developing a puppet show, at home for fun, a family project. Start with a box stage on a table with finger 
puppets so she can feel empowered. What harm can a little tiny, cute, finger puppet do? If she is good with 
that (Her brother’s enthusiasm will be infectious, no doubt) then you can move on to hand puppets. There are 
many out there on the market, by Melissa and Doug, and the wonderful Folkmanis animals, but better yet, 
make some of your own! Creative play is the best! And check out some of our videos from the guild library to 
enhance the experience. Lucy will outgrow her fear. But, keep all your kids away from scary movies that use a 
puppet as the antagonist. I would so love to sue those films for defamation of Puppet characters. I really 
would! Most fear of puppets in adults can be traced to such films, seen while children; same goes for Clowns. 
Protect the young minds in your care! Expose them to quality puppet performances!     
Best wishes, Mrs. Bandersnoot 
Ps. Yes, the rumors are true. My roommate, Mary is relocating to the north and dragging me along with her. 
But fear not loyal fan base! I will continue to contribute to the newsletter through my column so keep those 
questions coming in so I continue to have an outlet for my vast knowledge and something to write about!  
 
To submit a question to Mrs. Bandersnoot, please email Mary Nagler mary.nagler@gmail.com. (Mrs. 
Bandersnoot lives with Mary and she will relay the message!) Or, give Mary a call (707) 303 0093 
 

April Puppet Making Classes 
Paisley's Puppets is offering two puppet making classes in April. Tap into your inner monster, and bring it out in 
the form of a custom puppet! 
April 15 @ Unicorn Estate in San Leandro 1-4pm 
April 22 @ the CoSew in Oakland 1-4pm 
Cost: $45-60 sliding scale. Space limited to 10 adults (age 14+). 
What you get: 
- a ready-to-go fleece form made in advance by Sarah (she will take two color requests via Paypal note when 
you register) 
- all supplies to customize the character -- funky hair, eyes, nose, mouth, fangs, horns/spikes/antennae, wings, 
and other embellishments if there is time. 
- all tools needed (hot glue, other glue, sewing machine/needle and thread). 
- ongoing help and instruction from Sarah as well as a printed guide you can take home.  
- bonus time after the class to practice with your puppet 
More Details: 
- PayPal Sarah: paisleyspuppets@gmail.com or email to make other payment arrangements 
- Make sure to note 2 color choices for your monster's "skin" (and we will have backups if you change your 
mind) 
- PLEASE pre-register via PayPal 3 days before the event, so we have time to prepare  
- Want to see Sarah's puppets - or buy one for yourself or an awesome gift? Check out her shop on 
etsy: www.etsy.com/shop/paisleyspuppets 
 

Calendar:  go to http://www.sfbapg.org/events/ --the only current April listings are for 
our wonderful Oakland Fairyland shows, so don’t forget to send in listings to 
events@sfbapg.org! 
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