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Lewis Roy Mahlmann
By Randal Metz

Lewis Mahlmann (center) with Bert and Frank Oz

The Children of the San Francisco Bay Area were
saddened to hear of the loss of Children’s Fairyland’s Master
Puppeteer Lewis Mahlmann. Mr. Mahlmann passed away
peacefully in his sleep at the age of 86.
For over forty years, Lewis Mahlmann was responsible for
bringing literature to life through his remarkable puppet shows
at the Storybook Puppet Theater in
Children’s Fairyland of Oakland. Many generations of families
enjoyed the elegance and charm of his miniature classics.
Fables, legends, novels, ballets and operas all were fair game
for his magic touch.
Born and raised in Chicago, Lewis settled in the San
Francisco Bay Area after his stint in the Navy.
An accomplished singer, dancer and actor, Lewis found another
artistic talent in the 50’s when he started designing and making
puppet shows. He was first bitten by the puppet bug in his
early childhood when he met one of his puppet mentors, Burr
Tilstrom of “Kukla, Fran & Ollie” fame.
Lewis was a world traveler and often went to foreign
countries searching out many of the puppet tales that he brought
home to Fairyland. Besides being a charter member of the San
Francisco Bay Area Puppet Guild, he was also twice President
of The Puppeteers of America. He and his partner, David C.
Jones, have written four books of puppet plays which are now
out of print and sought after by enthusiasts.
Over the course of his career, Lewis also designed
and painted many of Fairyland’s colorful sets and attractions.
He was a teacher of the puppet arts at San Francisco
State University, the mentor of several prominent
American puppeteers, and an avid collector of dolls and
artifacts from around the world. These are just a few of
the facets of this true Renaissance man. Lewis was recently
declared an Oakland legend, and the Storybook Theater is
dedicated to him. Just this month he received A
Lifetime Achievement Award from the Oakland Heritage
Alliance.
His life was inspired by his art, his love of theater, and the
many lessons he shared with all those around him. His last gift
to us was the promise that his puppet tales will continue after
him and will long be presented in their original format at
Fairyland’s puppet theater.

Lewis at work on puppets at Fairyland.
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A Personal Remembrance by Randal Metz
As I sit here backstage at the Storybook Puppet Theater in
Children’s Fairyland, Oakland, I am surrounded by many happy
memories. What can I say about such an amazing man as Lewis
Mahlmann? I first met Lewis when I was just turning 10. I was
bound and determined to become a puppeteer. Lewis is
responsible for setting me on that path. He shared his talents with
me and patiently schooled me in the art of puppetry. Later, we
became business partners and shared the directing of our puppet
theater.
In 2006, Lewis stopped working the puppets backstage and
devoted his time to other endeavors. I was fortunate enough to
have him continue consulting at the theater, and together we built
seven more puppet productions to be shown at Fairyland.
A kind man, Lewis was always coming to the aid of those
around him. He befriended and advised many young talents not
only involved in puppetry, but also in theater, ballet, and theatrical
design.
Our current Artistic Directors at Fairyland have studied in
detail his painting schemes and sense of detail that he bestowed on
our park. And so, a part of Lewis will always shine around each
flower and tree that hides our interactive play sets.
And I know that a piece of him will always live in my heart. I
will always ask myself “What would Lewis say?” But I must say
goodbye to my Mentor, my business partner, and my surrogate
parent. Thank you for being a part of this amazing world, and I
hope that somewhere, somehow, you are still out there making
people smile. I know we will at Fairyland every time we pick up
one of your puppets.

Randal Metz and Lewis Mahlmann performing

Jesse Vail: Today I lost my Papa Lewis Mahlmann.
I am very sad, but I am also relieved. He was declining and recently
got to the point where he would suffer if he held on. And so... he let
go; peacefully, in his sleep. And I am glad.
He lived a truly charmed life; he was adored and coddled by his parents, and encouraged to express himself creatively throughout
his youth. He fell in love with two beautiful men who adored him, and is survived by one of them, who he has been with for over
50 years!
He has traveled extensively and has seen more of the world than most of us might hope to... and has made friends throughout! His
home is a veritable museum of items he has gained amidst his travels. A fun distraction for those of us close to him would be to
point at an item and ask, "Where did you get that?", and he would regale us with the answer. Of course he would! He was the
greatest story-teller I will ever know.
You may not realize it, but he changed the world you live in. He
produced puppet shows for over 40 years! Hundreds of them! He
changed hearts and minds with words and music. He exposed children
to art they might never have had access to. The man worked tirelessly to
create in others a love for things of beauty! His entire purpose was to
inspire others and give to them the gift of joy. And all he ever asked was
that you sit attentively behind the magic pink line and clap if you
enjoyed yourself.

Page 3

The Board of the L.A. Guild would like to extend
our deep condolences for the puppetry family and
friends of Lewis Mahlmann. We are sorry to lose
such an influential figure in the Art, so willing to
share his joy and spirit with young and old, and for
so many years.
Please share with your membership - they are in
our thoughts.

Cont. from page 3

I've been thinking about what I'd say to explain how much this man meant to me
personally... it is such an overwhelming thing to consider!
Because of him I have two of the dearest friends I could ever imagine, Robin and
Jerry. We met at my very first puppet show recording, and we've probably done
dozens since. Everything good that you think about my work is because of them... and
so, because of him. Pretty much everyone I hold dear I met on the path he lead me. I
can never thank him enough.
He encouraged me, and chastised me, as a true master should. He taught me music and
sewing and sculpting and design; he helped me to write and to edit and to plan and to
do. Some of the fondest moments of my life were while doing an oft-performed puppet
show... again! I was young and impatient then, but now when I think back, I can feel
the strength of his hand on my elbow as he (futilely) tried to improve the posture of my
puppets. I literally have a sense-memory of a particular muscle straining every time he
did that. And as long as I live, I will never forget his gentle hand resting on mine
during the final scene of his "Beauty and the Beast" as Belle pleaded to her Beast to
survive. All the while, Ravel's "Ma mère l'oye" elevated toward its delirious peak. We
cried every single time... even now.

Noel & Pat Lavin, Mary McMahon and
Lewis Mahlmann and puppets

I loved Lewis with all my heart and there is nothing like loving your teacher. From the
moment I formally asked to be his apprentice, I have never stopped learning from him.
I wish everyone could have that. I owe so much to him.
I love you, Lewis Mahlmann. Thank you.
Kevin Menegus on Lewis Mahlmann
I had the privilege and honor to call Lewis Mahlmann my friend and mentor for the
past 25 years. When I first moved to California in 1989, I visited Children’s Fairyland
for their annual Puppet Fair weekend where I was first introduced to many members of the SFBAPG. I met Lewis backstage at the
Storybook Puppet Theater while watching their production of Urashima, which remains one my favorite shows. Even from our first
meeting I could tell there was an aura of gentle honesty and kindness surrounding Lewis. I would later get to know him better while
visiting Fairyland and asking him endless questions in my youthful fervor about construction and stagecraft.
One of the great lessons I learned from Lewis was how to create productions that don’t talk down to children, while still appealing
to family audiences. All of Lewis’ work at Fairyland had this “velvety” quality. There could be comedy and drama, but it was
always firmly rooted classical theater.
The other side to Lewis was that he had this wonderful dark and very adult sense of humor. He created works for his friends and
colleagues that were definitely not for the family audiences at Fairyland, such as Dracula and Miss Marple. I could always count on
a boyish grin from Lewis when a dirty double entendre was launched into the air, which I will miss eternally.

Some Thoughts on Lewis Mahlmann.
By Eli Nash
For the very few people who recognize my name, you are probably thinking to yourself, “Hey, isn’t Eli Nash that weird
kid who used to come to all the Guild stuff and then he started high school and now we haven’t seen him in two years?” And the
answer is yes, I am that kid (although I am technically an adult now). And I know that right now there are many people sharing
their thoughts about the loss of Lewis Mahlmann, people who worked alongside him, learned from him, and spent years with him.
Amidst all these people, I probably seem like the least qualified person to speak about Lewis, but I’m going to go for it anyway.
I only met Lewis once, and it was about two years ago, so he was in declining health, and we weren’t able to carry on
much of a conversation, but I was still immensely grateful for the opportunity to simply shake his hand and say hello. You see,
even though I never really knew Lewis, he had a tremendous impact on my childhood, and the person I am today.
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Continued from page 4
When I was in preschool and the early years of elementary school, Children’s Fairyland was the most incredible, amazing,
and completely awesome place on Earth. All the cool kids had Fairyland birthday parties, and no birthday party could be complete
without a puppet show. I have no idea how many puppet shows I saw at Fairyland, but the number rivaled the amount of Sesame
Street that I watched (and believe me, I watched a lot of Sesame Street). I wouldn’t leave Fairyland without a puppet show; I just
wouldn’t have it. My parents and babysitters would have to time our visits carefully to make sure we could see a puppet show, and,
if possible, see two performances. I didn’t know it at the time, but the man behind all of those shows was Lewis Mahlmann.
Lewis performed the very first puppet shows that I ever saw, and I remember the impact they had on me. I caught onto the
illusion pretty early in life, and I remember explaining to my friends that everything they saw in the puppet theater was a fake, and
that the little men were not, in fact, alive, but rather controlled by somebody we could not see. My friends were crushed by this
revelation, but to me, it just made puppet shows even more magnificent. I wanted to know what wizard could bring life to the
inanimate, and I wanted that power for myself. Lewis’s puppet shows were an immeasurably influential part of my childhood, and
without them, I wouldn’t have had the fascination with puppetry that I developed, and I never would have explored the creative
outlets that I did.
It’s been a long time since I’ve been to Fairyland, and I am somewhat ashamed to admit that it’s been a long time since
I’ve played with puppets. I’m going to college next year. I’m studying screenwriting. It may seem like a far cry from puppetry,
but I don’t really think it is. I love telling stories, whether it’s on paper, on screen, or in a puppet theater, and some of the first
stories I remember loving were told by Lewis Mahlmann. For that, I am very, very thankful.

In Memory of David C. Jones by Randal Metz
Another prominent puppet voice in the San Francisco Bay Area was silenced early
this week. David C. Jones passed away peacefully on March 28. David Jones,
lifetime puppet partner to Lewis Mahlmann, is responsible for the message and tone
of many of Lewis Mahlmann’s productions. Together, the two have written four
books of royalty-free puppet plays that can be presented by young puppeteers. Each
puppet script was performed at Children’s Fairyland’s Storybook Theater. David
was a graduate of Muhlenberg College, where he majored in languages. He served in
the U. S. Army for three years where he put his love of languages to good use. Once
completing his tour of duty, he continued his graduate work in Decorative Arts at the
University of California in Berkeley. From 1965 on, he taught fourth-grade in the
Alameda school district, retiring early to travel and pursue his writing skills.
Mr. Jones began writing plays for puppets in 1963 when he joined forces with
Mahlmann. Besides writing simple fairytale plays for the children at Fairyland, he
also enjoyed penning adaptations of well known novels such as Tom Sawyer,
Treasure Island and The Secret Garden. His plays appealed to visitors ages 2- 100.
They had strong visuals for the little ones and witty puns, humor and messages for
the oldest.
His favorite scripts were written purely for adults under the company name of The
Lilliputian Players. He enjoyed making fun of modern genres and movies. These
included humorous productions of Dracula, Sunset Boulevard, Science Fiction
television, murder mysteries and even Hitchcock’s Psycho. Everything was fair
game for his imagination and wit.
Thanks to the publications of PLAYS, the Drama Magazine for young people, many
generations will be able to continue to enjoy his creative stories. Mr. Jones was also
a longtime member of the San Francisco Bay Area Puppet Guild, serving several
terms as it’s President. He spent his later years traveling the world collecting new
stories, dolls and antiques. Thank you David for sharing your talents
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bringing a smile to so many families in the multicultural Bay Area.

Lewis Mahlmann and David C. Jones

April Guild Meeting at Happy Hollow Zoo,
San Jose!
Mark your calendars for Sunday, April 13th. Park opens at 10
a.m. and closes at 5 p.m. and includes plenty of opportunities to
assist with puppet activities and view 3 different puppet shows!
At 5:15, the animals emerge to visit our Guild, up close and
touchable. RSVP NOW for the catered dinner at 5:45. Guild
meeting is after dessert. A hands on workshop is after the meeting.
Then a guided tour of Happy Hollow's Puppet Theater (and
cleanup) ends our fun packed day.
URGENT PRIORITY. We have reserved 30 catered dinners for
Guild members and friends, spouses, etc. Menu: BBQ chicken,
garlic bread, green salad, chili beans, cookies/brownies, and
lemonade/water. Extremely delicious and only $13, collected that
night. Please
RSVP to Elisheva ishvahart@yahoo.com or 707) 978-8309
ASAP. Leave your name, contact info, and how many dinners
needed.
WORKSHOP. Toy Theaters For All presents: An Evening of Tiny
Theater! Katie and Molly Christman of Palo Alto will be performing
their miniature production of Sleeping Beauty.
The performance will be followed by Q and A and a workshop
on practical motion effects using tiny counterweights. BUILD your
own fighting knight! Several small theaters and a collection of
related books and materials will be on hand, including information on
lights and sound for puppetry.
DISPLAY FOCUS of the evening will compliment this workshop.
BRING TOY AND MINIATURE THEATERS AND PUPPETS:
traditional, far out, elaborate, simplistic, of all ilks and styles
(including wee marionettes and shadow setups) to display and inspire
our members. 2D puppets will have the main spotlight. Tiny 3D
puppets and trained flea circuses are also welcome.
DAY INFORMATION. Remember to BRING your Folkmanis
Puppet gifted from our Gala, and/or sock puppet created at Jesse's
workshop at Fairyland last August, and/or other puppet/s from your
stash to go walkabout relating to the children. Or assist guiding a
giant puppet provided by HH. Or docent the puppet display. The
daytime park shows are "Magic Kettle Stories" and "Coyote's
Giveaway." (Times TBA). Magical Moonshine Puppet Theater will
be presenting "Puppilocks and the 3 bears" in the Meadow at 4pm.
The onsite "Picnic Basket" is open for lunch until 4pm. Be sure to
visit the wonderful Zoo habitats and enjoy the greenness of the Park.
PARKING AND ADMISSION IS FREE TO GUILD MEMBERS.
NOTE: Anyone wishing to unload items for either interacting with
guests during the day or the public puppet display-please ask the desk
staff to radio Judy Roberto. Anyone with items for the Guild meeting
only should ask for Judy Roberto to be radioed, and may unload, but
will not be able to setup until after 5:00.
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WHERE IS HH? Happy Hollow is at 1300
Senter Road, San Jose, 95112. Check their
website at hhpz.org and on the opening page
click the yellow tab across the top labeled
"Plan Your Visit". This gives you a map of
their immediate location. Then scroll down
for written directions from various highways.
Definitely important. Be sure to hum, "Do
You Know...."

IMPORTANT PARKING
INFORMATIONDEFINITELY READ THIS:
Please proceed to the parking entrance at 1300
Senter Rd. Park and go into Admissions, tell
them you are with the SFBAPG, and receive a
pass to display on your dashboard. This is the
side of the park you want to be on, as the other
lot will close at 5:30 that day. IF the lot is full,
you should go in to get the parking pass first,
and then proceed to the lot on Story Rd. near
Remillard Ct. You will have to move your car
back to the Senter Rd. lot before 5:30. [Note:
the map on website as listed in prior paragraph
shows the parking lots and surrounding
streets very clearly.]

May Guild
Meeting – TV
Puppets!
Save this date!
The May Guild
meeting and
Elections will be
held at the Images
In Motion Studio
in Sonoma on Sat.
May 31st. Below
is a tentative
schedule (hours

Call for Nominations for Guild Board
of Directors
It’s the April “Call for Nominations.” First we’d like to
thank Sharon Clay and Lee Armstrong, who have
completed their terms on the Nominating Committee and
welcome Camilla Henneman and Jesse Vail, who will
take their places.
Do you share our common goal of promoting the art of
puppetry in the Bay Area? If so, you might be interested
in serving on the SFBAPG Board. If so, please contact
the Nominating Committee before April 15th for more
information.
Eligibility: Candidates must have been members of the
SFBAPG for at least one year prior to the elections.
Term limits: Each Board member shall serve for three
years. Each Board member shall be allowed to serve no
more than two consecutive three-year terms.
Candidates need to provide a short bio and photo to the
Nominating Committee, prior to April 25th, to be
published in the May newsletter.
We look forward to hearing from you.
Your Nominating Committee
Valerie Nelson (707) 3634573 mail@magicalmoonshine.org
Camilla Henneman (831) 3599761 camhenneman@gmail.com
Jesse Vail (510) 672-6900 jessevail@gmail.com

Morning
Build a simple but operational mouth & rod
puppet with Mary Nagler. Pre-registation. Fee
2-2:30
Meet & Greet
2:30-4:30
TV Puppet Manipulation workshop lead by
Kamela Portuges and Lee Armstrong
4:30-5
3D printing. How it works and samples
from Images in Motion’s full color high rez printers
5-6:30
Guild meeting & elections, followed by
potluck supper
6:30-8:00
Video showcase. Featuring classic and
contemporary puppet videos. If you have a short piece
you’d like to show, please email Lee at images@vom.com,
with a description and length.
More info in the May newsletter.

CALENDAR
PUPPETART SHOWS (Art Grueneberger)
4/3/2014 Riverbank Library, Riverbank
CA 3:30pm Three Billy Goats Gruff
4/5/2014 Fairy Tale Town Sacramento, CA
12:30pm,1:30pm, and 2:30pm The Adventures of Sir
Enamel
4/6/2014 Fairy Tale Town Sac 12:30pm, 1:30pm,
and 2:30pm The Adventures of Sir Enamel
4/17/2014 Folsom Library 3:30pm The Adventures of
Sir Enamel
4/19/2014 Fairy Tale Town 12:30pm, 1:30pm,
and 2:30pm Bunny Boot Camp
4/20/2014 Fairy Tale Town 12:30pm, 1:30pm,
and 2:30pm Bunny Boot Camp
4/26/2014 South Branch Berkeley Library, Berkeley,
CA 10:15am The Boy Who Cried Wolf
4/27/2014 McKinley Park, Sacramento,
CA 11:00am Tommy's Space Adventure

Oakland Fairyland: April 5, 6, 11 & 12. Times: 11:00, 2:00 &
4:00, The Pied Piper of Hamelin, puppets by Lewis Mahlmann,
adapted by David C. Jones
Magical Moonshine Theatre (for more details go to
www.magicalmoonshine.org/events-calendar.htm)
Saturday, April 13
4:00pm, Happy Hollow Zoo (guild meeting) Puppylocks and the 3 Bears
Saturday, April 26
1:00pm, San Leandro Library Puppylocks and the Three Bears (bilingual)
1:00pm, San Leandro Library: Puppylocks and the Three Bears, bilingual
3:00pm, Alameda Free Library: Golden Armadillo
Wednesday, April 30
3:00pm, Monterey library: Coyote Sings
5:00pm, Monterey Lib. Montecito Bookmobile stop: Puppylocks and
Three Bears bilingual
7:00pm, Pacific Grove Library: Puppylocks and Three Bears bilingual
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Rise up and join the PUPPET RUcKuS!
Saturday, April 26, at 6pm, the siren song of puppet
wackiness will call you like an irresistible old love to the
Infinite Potential Academy in Elk Grove. This familyfriendly (PG), short-form puppet variety show features new
and old performers and their best craft. It is a unique event
in the Sacramento Area where all ages can enjoy a great
puppet show presented by multiple local artists.
Puppeteers new and old - JOIN US!! We’re still booking
performers. If you want to perform in the PUPPET RUcKuS
or know someone who might, please contact Elizabeth
Leonard at eo@ElizabethanDesign.com for more info.
Cover: All Ages $7 -B.Y.O. chair for $2 discount-Sit on
rugs provided for $3 discount
Saturday, April 26, 6:00pm at Infinite Potential Academy,
2301 Longport Ct., Elk Grove, CA 95832, (916) 838-9697

San Francisco Bay Area Puppeteers Guild
PO Box 1258
Vallejo, CA 94590
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